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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 
REVIEWS 

MR. YEATS' NEW BOOK 

Responsibilities and Other Poems, by W. B. Yeats. Mac- 

millan Co. 

Mr. Yeats' new volume contains the poems which have 
previously appeared in the Cuala editions of Responsibilities 
and The Green Helmet. Many of the short poems have 
appeared in Poetry and I have already written reviews of 
separate parts of the new volume. There is therefore little 
need of more than an announcement of the new and more 
convenient edition. 

What strikes one on going through the larger book is the 
simple fact that Mr. Yeats has not "gone off". He is the 
only poet of his decade who has not gradually faded into 
mediocrity, who has not resigned himself to gradually weaker 
echoes of an earlier outburst. 

The new poems, now that their bulk is equal to that of 
the two earlier volumes of poems, hold their own; they 
establish their . own tonality. I do not mean that every 
poem is a masterpiece, or that every poem is important, or 
that every poem would start a new reputation for an author 
not yet known. But the collection as a whole is worthy 
of the collections that preceded it. There is a new robust- 
ness ; there is the tooth of satire which is, in Mr. Yeats' case, 
too good a tooth to keep hidden. The Coat, the wild wolf- 
dog that will not praise his fleas, The Scholars, are all the 
sort of poem that we would gladly read more of. There 
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Mr. Yeats' New Book 

are a lot of fools to be killed and Mr. Yeats is an excellent 
slaughter-master, when he will but turn from ladies with 
excessive chevelure appearing in pearl-pale nuances. 

We have all been bewitched with the "glamour", and 
the glamour is still there in The Wind Among the Reeds 
for those who still want it. But the light in The Magi and 
The Peacock is a no less valuable light, and born of a no 
less powerful magic. The ragged hat in Biscay Bay is a 
sign of the poet's relationship to his brother Jack Yeats, and 
a far cry from the bridles of Findrinny. But, despite such 
occasional bits of realism, the tone of the new book is 
romantic. Mr. Yeats is a romanticist, symbolist, occultist, 
for better or worse, now and for always. That does not 
matter. What does matter is that he is the only one left 
who has sufficient intensity of temperament to turn these 
modes into art. 

Reveries Over Childhood and Youth, appearing in a uni- 
form Macmillan edition, is written in a clearer and harder 
prose than most of Mr. Yeats' earlier prose books. One 
might announce it here as an extended annotation or ap- 
pendix to some of his earlier poems. E. P. 

OTHER BOOKS OF VERSE 

A Marriage Cycle, by Alice Freeman Palmer. Houghton 

Mifflin Co. 

I opened this book with some hesitation — would this 
strongly executive woman, whom so many thousands loved 
and honored, prove to have been indeed a poet? 
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